Indian Statistical Institute,Kolkata

Special Lecture on “Surveillance of Transit” March 28. 2024

Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis
Memorial Museum and Archives

£ e il Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata

PCMMM&A Public Lecture Series
A Talk On

Surveillance in Transit: An Abolitionist
Chronology of Al, Power, Complicity and
Eugenics in the Indian Ocean World
C.1850-Present

This dissertation project explores the historical journey of statistics, Al
power dynamics, and biometric technologies across the Indian Ocean
World, particularly between South Asia and East Africa. It investigates
the evolution of surveillance methods from analog fingerprinting to
modern facial recognition algorithms in smart cities like Cape Town,
Nairobi, and New Delhi. The project questions how state-sponsored Al
surveillance in the Indian Ocean World reflects broader historical
patterns of brahminical, colonial, and racialized power.

28 March 2024 4:00 PM, Thursday Speaker: Nikhil Dharmaraj
CVPR Seminar Room, 8th Floor, S.N.Bose Bhavan

Nikhil Dharmaraj is an MPhil candidate in the Ethics of Al,
Data, and Algorithms at the University of Cambridge and an
alum of Harvard University in Computer Science and South
Asian Studies. Across creative, academic, and political
mediums, Nikhil's work aims to situate "Al" technologies
within historical structures of power and violence from
trans-feminist, anti-colonial, and anti-Zionist perspectives,
while foregrounding complicity as a primary ethical
' obligation (writing as a caste- and class-privileged person
© raised in Silicon Valley).
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